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Preface

During the summer of 1965 Sharon and | drove down the east coast of México
and acrossYucatan on our way to Cozumel Island i OU wOE U U1 U@nihattrip We E U E |
saw a ceiba tree for the first time. We do not recall exactly where we were . . . it was
probably along the coastal road between Tampico and Veracruz . . . but we do
remember our impression of that tall, symmetrical plant that called out for our attention:
Wow! Look at that! Ceibas attracted our attention for the rest of our trip.

OwUT 1T wOPOl wUT 1T wWEOUOEW! EYIT wdl YI UWEUT EOTI EwlT E
over half a century later.

The latitudinal and environmental ranges of Ceiba pentandran México are
perhaps surprising. On the northwest, in spite of extreme dryness, with professor Robert
West in 1990, we photographed a ceiba planted prominently in the centro of Hermosillo,
Sonora [29 degrees N.] (West 1992). On the northeast coastal plain, with son Chdwick,
we saw a ceiba planted at the corner of rural dwelling just north of Aldama, Tamaulipas
[23 degrees N.]. Both trees seemed @it out of their natural tropical rainforest habitat.

Figures 1, 2. (left) Ceiba in Hermosillo centro, a core desert 1990; (right) ceiba north of
Aldama, Tamaulipas , 1994.
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Introduction:

The Yaxchéin the Ancient Maya World, in the modern ruins.

This study of ceiba pentandrin the state of Yucatan (not the entire peninsula)
derives almost entirely from informat ion collected during field trips of 1982, 1987, 1991,
1993, 1994, December 200&ebruary 2017, and January 2019and from searches on
Google Earth Street View (20132017). We did consult the literature and we did speak
with a few informants along the way, but for the most part this is a study derived from
landscape observations. In all, 616 placest settlements, haciendas, ranchos, ruins,
cenotest provided information on ceiba locations (See Appendix 1). We also drove a
few highway transects in search of rural ceibas. Three hundred and eighty-two places
had at least one ceiba; 234 had no ceiba. (see bk 1.) We can verify that 2,34%have been
x OEOUI EwPOwE wE UOU U U Eaddiag ddiditiomarePbuwdréseéh@long furalOE ET U »
roads and at ranch entries (see chapter 7. We do not know how many we missed along
the way. We were especially interested in searching for ceibas near churches and
cemeteries.

Table 1. The number of ceibas at 616 places, with number of
occurrences, State of Yucatan totaling 2,349trees.

# trees # occurrences # trees # occurrences # trees # occurrences

0 234 9 7 19 2
1 107 10 1 20 1
2 82 11 3 24 1
3 36 12 13 27 1
4 33 13 2 28 4
5 26 14 4 31 1
6 20 15 5 39 1
7 14 16 1 46 1
8 10 18 4 541 1
In addition:

Roadside ceibas = 225
Total trees known in State of Yucatan =2,574

According to the 2010 census of the State of Yucatan567 settlements had over
100residents. We surveyed 511 of those and in 64 other villagesof less than 100 people.



In addition, we sought ceibas in 15haciendas, 11 ranchos, 6 ruins, Eenotes,1 new town,
1 abandoned town, 1 country club, and one nature reserve (®eAppendix 1).
While approximately one -half O wUT I wU U E Ghagitahts areuiGdéndid O O wb
(ind.), ninety percent of the settlements aredominated by Maya . The larger western
cities have smaller proportions of indigenous people (Mérida (20% ), Uman (39%), and
Kanasin (41%), and the absolute leas indigenous places are the new subdivisions like La
Ceiba (Mérida) (<1% ind.). The Gulf coast towns also lack native populations (11¢ 42%
ind.). The largest predominantly indigenous cities are toward the east, Valladolid (66%
ind.) and Tizimin (65% ind.) (INEGI 2012).

| do not know of a work devoted just to the cultural geography of the ceiba in
Yucatan, but the literature on the tree is massive. Mayanists, for years, have known of its
overwhelming importance in the ancient and modern culture history of the peninsula. |
do not attempt cover that research here. For only one example, see BassiBweet (2008:
72-78).Few of the beautiful descriptions of the Ceiba pentandran Yucatan, such as that
by Victoria Schlesinger (2001: 11113), mention the tree asa cultural artifact. Some of the
basic works on Yucatecan Maya do not even mention the tree (Staggerda 1941)YOur
study hopes to remedy that lack of recognition by presenting evidence of the intense
man-ceiba relationship that plays out in the modern Yucat ecan landscape.

Our focus throughout this project has been to discover patterns ¢ those recurring
relationships between ceibas and a cultural feature or location. We wanted to learn how
frequently the relationship occurred. How intense was the relationship ¢+ as suggested
by the number of trees? Also, we wanted to record photographically ample examples of
ceibas in their cultural contexts -- for a historical record.

After accumulatin g and organizing our data eleven patterns emerged. We found
ceibaswererd UOEUOa wx OEETl EWEUWNAWEEOUDPT BOEOWUUPOUOQWI A
2EI PEEO>?t AwEI OOUI UWEOQOE wOUT 1 UwPEUI UwUOUUET UOwWK A wk
roadways and settlement entrances, 8) cattle areas, 9) urban centers, and 10) new tourist
facilities. On the other hand, we noticed that relatively few ceibas were in the Gulf
coastal region. To conclude we discuss a few Yucatecan places where modern ceiba

landscapes indicate remnants of the ancient Mayacosmos on the face of Yucatan
*kk kkk kkk

Cdba pentandraknown as the ceiba, kapok, or silk -cotton tree in most of
Tropical America, is known as the yax.chéin Maya Yucatan. Chéis the generic term for
20UIVax0 @uOwll PUWEOOUTI RUOwWOT EOQUW?RT UT T 062 w3T UUOwWHL Uu

As the sacred tree of the Maya, nmuch has been written about its role in their
world. Simply put, the ceiba is the most important feature of the natural world of
Yucatan, aside, perhaps, fromthe cenotes, the natural sinkholes that allow residents to
gain accesso water. Why ceiba pentandrevas selected to play such an important part in
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Mayan life can perhaps never be answered. | have always thought that its large size
might have impressed the ancients. In Yucatén the ceiba does not reach the height that it
doesfarther south, on the coastal plain of Honduras or in Costa Ricawhere it reaches
almost 200 feet tall. When mature it does provide massive shade. And, it does grow
really fast. And, it is really easily propagated. And, it attracts attention when young
because of its sharp bark thorns. And, it does have some practical applications in folk
medicine and its flowers can be spectacular.But still, | think it was probably selected for
its special role in Maya society because of its size.

Girths of C eibas in Yucatan, 2019
(Measured at approximately chest height, above the buttresses.)

Izamal, San Juan church ceiba = 26 feet, 6 inches
Uayam, east entry ceiba = 22 feet, 5 inches
Valladolid, Zaci cenote ceiba = 21 feet

Tekanto, capilla San Ramon = 18 feet, 6 inches
Mucuyché, crossroad ceiba = 16 feet, 11 inches
Yalcoba, cenote ceiba = 16 feet, 6 inches

Xoceén, church ceiba = 15 feet, 3 inches

For comparison, the larger of the two ceibas in the main plaza of Guatemala City,
planted in 1991, is only 12 feet, 2 inchesn girth (2017). It is approximately 66 feet tall.

Figure 3. The amiable Virrueta family, owners the Hotel Casa de los Aluxes, in
Valladolid, measuring their yaxche. Probably the second largest ceiba in Valladolid

5



From pollen analysis, ceiba-form incensors from 600-700 A.D., and early
observations we know that ceibas have been at Maya ruin sites for centuries. Copan, the
well -studied ruin in western Honduras, perhaps has the greatest number of ceibas of
any ancient Maya site. Within the ruin central and surrounding forest dozens of ceibas
can be seen(Ricardo Agurcia, personal communication, January 19, 2018).In Yucatan,
apparently, most ruins have planted ceibas. A few sites are notedbelow.

Chichén Itza. (7 ceibas)

When son Chadwick, geographer Taylor Mack, and | visited Chichén Itza in 1994
we saw a recently grafted tree next to the Temple of 1000 Columns. When we revisited
with Memphis friends in 2017 we found the same tree, somewhat taller. Another baby
ceiba is nearby, recently planted.

T

Figures 4, 5. Same ceia at Temple of 1000 Columns, Chichén Itza, 1994 (left) and 2017.

Of the seven ceibas on the grounds currently, none are older than 25 years. A second
ceiba near 1000 Columns was recently planted. Five others surround El Castillo. Five
more, much large ceibas are in the garden and reserve of the Hacienda Chichen Itza

Resort adjacent to the south.



ZONA ARQUEOLOGICA / Archasological Ruins

CHICHEN ITZA

& = CEIBA

Figurest OwA d WS EWEOQEwW?$YI UOa» w#bDUOUOT woOi w, 1 OxT PUWEDU
baby ceiba, Temple of 1000 Columns, Chichén Itza, February 2017. Figure 7 map
shows ceiba distribution at Chichén Itza, 2017.

Fig. 8. Ceiba at the
Hacienda Chichen Itza
Resort, south of the ruins.




Kabah (Santa Elena)(6 ceibag
The ruin south of Santa Elena about five km has three ceibas in the parking lot and three
small ones in the site.

Figures 9, 10 Kabah ceibas: (left) parking lot, (right) sutheast coner of site.

Ek-Balam (Temozdn) (12 ceibas)

Ceibas at EkBalam ruins are distributed throughout the site (8), two at entry into site
(2), one in the parking lot, and another at the southwest entry from the highway. Ek -
Balam town, just west of the ruins, has fifteen ceibas, all clustered around the central
park.

Izamal (six ceibas) The large pyramid mound (Kinich Kak Moo)in the center of Izamal
has five ceibas on west (3) and north sides (2) Another tree is on the siside of the other
large mound, Itzamatul.

e “ Figure 11. The ceibas
w¢ .1 at Kinich Kak Moo




Frequently, entries into the ruins from the main highways are marked with
ceibas. At Mayapan four can be seen. At Labna, four small ceibas, two on each side of
the entry from the highway, have been planted.

Figure 12. The four
ceibas, entrance to
Mayapan ruins.

At the tiny village of X-Bohom (east of Chankom) the only ceiba in the settlement
rests atop the small unreconstructed ruin near the center of town. An elderly informant
UEPEwWOO! woOi wi DU wIi Udnds Pdsddesw ®E @D E @& W% HDHeru@sidE © wiP D1 U8 » u
the meaning, the informant clapped his hands once and opened his palms to me, but did
not reply.

Figure 13. Ceiba atop unreconstructed ruin, X -Bojén (Kaua).

9



®e
31 IYa@h& w2l UUOI O O0UwOi weUEEUAO

Yaxché the Mayan term for ceiba pentandtas a frequent toponym across the
peninsula. As might be expected, those places normally have ceibas planted in and
around the settlement. The Spanish term ceiba isbeing used more frequently as
Hispanicization proceeds across the peninsula.

It must be assumeE wUT EVWEOOwUI UUOI O OUUwWOEOI EwW?8ERET 6
prominent ceiba tree in their local environment. It might have been spectacular because
it was historically important as a plaza ceiba or in front of the church. Or, it might have

been unusually large, providing shade for the market, marked the entrance to the
village, or was simply located next to the cenote.

Figure 14. Sign and yaxché tree at the entry to Yaxché (Valladolid), 2019.

?8ERET 8> wUl UUOI O1 OUUwWUIT T OwlOwees. nhéOBET wUT 1T wUO
diccionarioO| W& EUEg Ew" UEEUw®Yd wk 6 wKt + AWEOOwWO! wlOiT 1 wUPRU

E Ufincas rastica? w3 T 1 wl +t w?8ERET 62 WOOEEUDOOUWDOWUIT 1T weil dUU
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?PXxEUENIT 2 wpphuAOw? UEOET O2 wpA A O wplatiorPfiont Et@IAD E E 2 wephuk A Ot

- OQwx OEEI UwOEOI Ew?" 1 bEtBm1aiB.IAddntury later,dhe 20L0caensn8 U E E

OPUUUwk kwUl UUOI 01 OUUwPDPUT W?PB8ERET 62 wOUw?" 1 DEEpOA-

with populations from 1 to 990. The other 39 sites, which are without population, are

0D U UllcEalicadedu? OOUT 1 Uwi RUT OUDYI wOPUUOwWi UOOw2%$#%$2. +u

20EPEOAwWDPOwl Y ht Oindlidibstib @ @ wRBooiuED P wes® i U1 1 Owi EYI1 w

xOxUOEUDOOUB wuUUUT T UOwUT Ceibe? GBS P wd wlddid ol D OEODET UL
- 00T UwoOOwlT 1T wi OO0O0OPDPOT W?PB8ERET 62 wUI UOUOIT O1 60U w

size in 2010. Proportions of indigenous residents are also noted. The first place noted,

although without the Yaxché toponym, is important because it is, by far, the largest.

La Ceiba (Mérida) population 990, 7 indigenous residents (52 ceibas).

Among the new communities north of the Periferico (the ring road sur round ing
Merida), off the road toward Progr eso, he best known is La Ceiba, a gatedcommunity
built around the La Ceiba golf course. La Ceiba was built during the 1970s, designed by
architect Félix Mier y Teran Lejeune. Sixteen ceibas have been planted at the entrance
and 30 more are in the median that approaches the gate. At least five more ae on the
grounds and golf course, plus one at the church.

*PRQGRETF“
CLUB DE {‘ULFJ_’ T
"3 e

Figure 15. Entry ceibas into elitist subdivision of La Ceiba, north of Mérida, 2019.
11



Yaxché de Pedn(Ucu) population 846, 333 indigenous (12 ceibas).

The twelve ceibas in this famous hacienda sitecan be seen at the church (2), at
three entrances (6), in two of the corners of the village, and two in private yards.

Dzoyaxché (Mérida) population: 454, 448 of indigenous heritage, 72% of the residents
speak Maya; location: 28 km due south of Mérida centro (18 ceibas).

According to a plaque at the site, the place originated during the 18t century
when Francisco Arredondo Martinez placed the casco of his hacienda next to a
xUOODOI OUwWEI OOUI 6w wEI PEEwWOUUUwT BOEIEWREIPIE@ux U
named San Nicolas for the saint from Tolentino, celebrated on September 1@. Of the 18
ceibas in the settlement, 13 are on the grounds of the old hacienda, which has been
converted into a natural ecology reserve. The largest ceiba, perhaps 40 yews old, is next
to the small yellow church. Another seven (25-40 yrs) line the main road through the
hacienda, including a north and a south entry ceiba. Five more (20-40 yrs) are to the west
within the building complex. The five other trees are at the nor thwest entrance (7 yrs.),
at the northern crossroads (20 yrs), and three at the school (8, 10, 40 yrs.). According to
the census of 1910, Dzoyaxché was a hacienda of 251 people.

Figure 16. Chapel and ceiba at Dzoyaxché (Mérida).

12
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Yaxcheku (Tizimin) popula tion 274, 191 indigenous (7 ceibas)

Yaxchekl has seven ceibas, three miesized ceibas (at the north, northeast, and
south entries) and a large tree at the southeast corner. The others are in the milpas
within the limits of the village. The settlement is 2 3 km eastnortheast of Tizimin, and 4
km north off highway to Colonia Yucatén, three km from Dzonot Aké.

Figures 17, 18. Yaxcheku (left) ceiba at the end of pavement and electricity, northeast
entry; (right) southern entry tree.

Figure 19. Entry plaque of
Yaxcheku school proudly
displays two ceibas.
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Yaxché (Valladolid) population: 114, all indigenous (3 ceibas)

This relatively new settlement is located a few hundred meters west of the
highway that connects Yalcoba and Valladolid. An entry ceiba, with sign, is at the
highway (see figure 11). Two more trees are in plazathat fronts the church and cabildo.

Figure 20. The plaza of Yaxché (Valladolid), 2019.

Yaxché de Casareg(Mérida) population 106, 87 indigenous (3 ceibas)

This small village is located 5 km east of Cholul and 1 km north off the highway.
The three ceibas are all saplings, planted on the east side of the street that leads to the
church.

Figure 21. Young tree on
approach to church, which is
hidden by the bus. Looking
north, Yaxché de Casares.

14



San Sebastian Yaxché(Peto) population: 93, all indigenous (2 ceibas)

The two ceibas here are small and on two of the 28 private house lots. The village
is due south of Peto, northwest of Justicia Social, near the border with Tzucacab
municipio.

San Isidro Yaxché (Tekax) population: 63, all indigenous (3 ceibas)

San Isidro is 39 km southwest of Tekax quite near the border with Campeche
All three ceibas are near the main highway on private property.

Santa Maria Yaxché (Mérida) population: 54, 15 indigenous (1 ceiba)

This comisaria is 8 km north of the periferico norte of Mérida, off highway 261, 4
km northwest of Dzilbilchatiin. The lone ceiba is in t he northeast corner of the park.

Figure 22. Ceiba and park in Santa Maria Yaxché.

Yaxché (Dzitas) population: 44, all indigenous (3 ceibas)

This site is only 5 km northeast of Pisté, but to reach it by automobile one must
drive 10 km over a very dangerous, hilly, single -lane road that is often obscured on
curves and before the hilltops. Two of the three mid -aged ceibas are at villages corners
(NE and SE) and the other is in a private field just north of town.

Yaxché (Chemax) population 31, all indigenous (1 ceiba)

The SEDUMA map of Chemax municipio places this settlement 2.5 km north of
highway 180 between Cocoyol and X-can. The lone ceiba is in the center of the village.

15



Yaxché (Chemax) population: 12, all indigenous (ceibas unknown)

This little rancho is located about 3 km southwest of Sisbicchén on the north side
of the highway, just past X-Cohuo. No ceiba was seen.

Cayaxché (Valladolid), population: 6, all indigenous (ceibas unkno wn)

The SEDUMA map of Valladolid municipio shows this site to be on the west side
of highway 295 just south of the toll road and north of the entrance to Popola. No ceiba
PEUwWUT 1 O w( OwUT 1T wETl OUUU WOl whuNhuY wOT T wx GWET wbUWEE (
male residents.

San Miguel Yaxché (Hunucmad) population: 4, all indigenous (1 ceiba)

3T PUwOPUUOT WUEOET OwPUWEDPUI EVUCawWwEENEET OUwUOOwWUO
only ceiba at its entry from Hunucma.

Figure 23. The entry
ceiba at San Miguel
Yaxché.

Yaxché (Tizimin) population: 2, all indige nous (3 ceibas)

This place is an operational cattle ranch 11 km northeast of Tizimin along the
highway to Dzibinchén. Previously it was a hacienda as evidenced by the relict square
tower, outbuildings, and walls. Two large ceibas are west of the highway at the cattle
pen and house and a younger one, perhaps 15 years old, is away from the road to the
east. In 1910 the hacienda, probably devoted to sugar and alcohol production, housed
107 people.

16



Figure 24. The ceibas at Yaxché (Tizimin).

Yaxché (Valladol id) population: 1, indigenous (1 ceiba)

One large ceiba appears to be located at the singlestructure rancho located
southwest of Yalcoba and 2.5 km northwest of the 180D interchange on the Yalcob&
Valladolid highway.

*kk kkk kkk

Yaxché/Ceiba (0) places without reported population 39

El Ceibo (Tetiz), La Ceiba (Calotmul), La Ceiba (Chemax), La Ceiba (Rio Lagartos), La

Ceiba ( Sucila), La Ceiba (Tizimin), La Ceiba (Tizimin), La Ceiba Dos (Mérida), Los

Ceibos (Mérida), Los Ceibas (Panaba)Nohyaxché (Buctzotz), Nohyaxché

(Tixcacalcupul), San Antonio Yaxché (Mococha), San José Yaxché (Yaxcaba), San Pablo

77Z8ERET dwp" | OET OOEAOW2EOQOUEW" UVUAWBERET dwp! UEU& OU:
Eilz1l wp#tal OUOKOWSERET 6 wp! UE kén®dClagad)yaxctB E R ET 6 wp" E (
(Espita), Yaxché (Izamal), Yaxché (Kaua), Yaxché (Mérida), Yaxché (Motul), Yaxché

(Samahil), Yaxché (Sucila), Yaxché (Tahdziu), Yaxché (Tekax), Yaxché (Temozdn),

Yaxché (Teya), Yaxché (Tzucacab), Yaxché (Uman), Yaxché (Valladolid), Ya&hé 6

Yaxchel (Yaxcabd), Yaxcheil (Yaxcabd), Yaxcheil 6 Nohyaxché (Tixcacalculpul), Yaxchen

(Chemax)
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200
Cenotes (also wells and water towers) and Ceibas in Yucatan

20 @O WB WE] PEEZWPEUWEwWI EQEUOOT wOUIT 1T wUT EQwT U

Bishop Diego de Landa (1566 (Landa 1973:129)
P20 wéd wdwUT 1 wWaERET T OwUT 1 wUEEUI EwOUIT 1 wOl wlOT 1 w,
Ol 1 wOEUDPYI UWwEUUT UUOwWPUWEOPEAUWUOWET wi OUBE wWE

(Augutus Le Plongeon 1886: 133)

Figure | K3 w31 T w?2 Ul O
ceiba at hacienda Mucuyché
(Abald), from Stephens 1843: I,
203. Drawing by F. Catherwood,
engraving by A. Anderson.

First . . . were the cenotesdznotor tsz O, (hMaya. Cenotes are the most
important elements of the physical geography of Yucatan. These sinkholes, natural wells
formed in the limestone that often exposed the ground water, were essential to survival
because of the lack of surface water in the karstic land. Then . . . along came man, and
perhaps because of a religious belief, a ceiba was planted nearby the cenote.

Eventually, . . . a Maya settlement was erected near the water source and largest
tree.

18



When the Christians arrived from Europe, according to their notions of how to
plan a settlement in a rectangular grid, their churches opened onto the core from the east
UPET woOi wlOTT w?xOEAEO? wi EEPOT WEPUI EUOA wdibh-1 WET DEE wk
church directional orientations have become less rigid. See Table 2 for a list of places
ordered by distance between the cenote and front door of the church.

Table 2. Cenote-Ceiba-Church relationships in Yucatan: directions and distances.

Place Cenote to Church  Distance Cenote to Ceiba Distance
Direction Direction

Dzoyaxché E 34m/112ft ESE 34m/112ft
X-Kanchakan E 37m/120ft ESE 55m/181ft
Cholul E 46m/150ft SSE 23m/75ft
Yalcén NE 58m/189ft N 37m/122ft
Chan X-Cail NE 58m/190ft W edge <5m
Tixhualactin E 75m/245ft N 32m/104ft
San Juan Chen NNE 76m/250ft W 17m/55ft
Dzitox SSW 79m/258ft SW 44m/144ft
Yalcoba NNE 88m/288ft NNE 9.5m/30ft
Cuzama w 91m/300ft NE 5m/18ft
X-Catzin W 139m/456ft W 135m/441ft
Uayma NNW 172m/564ft W edge <5m
Xocén ENE 251m/824ft SW edge <5m
Mani NE 295m/967ft NE 30m/100ft
Valladolid SW 510m/1,670ft W edge <5m

s 3 S T
Figure 26. Dzoyaxché (Mérida): church and ceiba (left) and cenote nearby.
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Figure 28. Chan X-Cail (Valladolid): Cenote (with low wall) and ceiba near church.

20



Figure 29. San Juan Chen (Chemax): Cenote is between ceiba to left and church to
right.

The Franciscan Bishop of Yucatan, Diego de Landa (1524.579) arrived in
Yucatén in 1549 and for 30 yearsobserved the land and life of the peninsula. He noted
Ul EQw?¢07T 1 wEl PEE¢ wbphEUWEwWI EOEUOOI wOUI 1T wlOT EQwT UOPL
after death Mayans would go to a delightful place where they would, among other
x Ol EUEOUUDI UOue B W Qi BIOFOW R B J2UwET O EUT w? EwOUT 1T w
yaxch©O wYl Ua wEOOOWEOQE wl PYDOT wi Ul ECwUT EET OQwbl PET wbUu
Landa 1973: 60, 129)

John Lloyd Stephens American diplomat, explorer, and early documenter of
Maya ruins, produce d in word and by illustration ample evidence of the ceiba/water
source relationships throughout the peninsula. Stephens mentioned frequently the
x Ul Ul OET wOIi w? O élI§ édjuadas] aadcénotes(1B43u203; 11, 11, 31, 8@).

Even today, some Yucatecans say that ceibas are excellent indicators of water
E1 O EUT wUOT 1T wi EVU0T wUOUUI EET Bw? (1 waOUwPEOUwWUOwWI POEL
say. The modern landscape reflects this ancient notion, but perhaps an opposite idea is
more dominant ¢ ceibas are more frequently planted near obvious sources of water.
While ceibas can still be seen near a few cenotes, during our survey we found it is far
more likely that ceibas are planted near modern sources of water, water towers and
wells. The extreme exanple is at X-copteil (Chankom) where nine ceibas (three larger,
six saplings) have been planted near the major well.

21



Among the largest, most prominent open cenote/ceiba sites are cenote Zaci in
Valladolid, at Yalcoba (Valladolid), at Xocén (Valladolid), at Chan X-Cail (Chichimila), at
hacienda Kaan Ac (Valladolid), and at covered-cenote places such as Teabo (Teabo) and
Kanacom (Yaxcabd).

Figures 32, 33 (left) Ceiba at walled cenote, X -Catzin (Chemax); (right) Ceibas at
southern cenote, Santa Elena.
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Figures 34, 35 The ceiba of the Yalcoba cenote, 2019.(above) The large, open cenote is
enclosed by the low wall behind the Coca -Cola sign. The church is 88m/288ft. to the
north -northeast (below) .
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Ceibas are also being planted near cenotes recently developed for the tourist
trade (see Chapter 10).

Figure 36. Ceiba planted at three water sources, covered cenote, well, and water to wer,
Kanacom (Yaxcabd).

Figures 37, 38 (left) Ceiba and cenote at Teabo; (right) The only two ceibas in
Tixcacaltuyub (Yaxcabd) are planted next to the centro well and at the only water
tower.
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